Frequency distribution of the time interval between quick phase nystagmic eye movements.
We measured the frequency distribution of the time interval between quick phases of nystagmic eye movements in 8 patients with congenital nystagmus. For each patient we recorded a 3- to 4-second long electro-oculographic (EOG) signal, repeating each session 22 times. The period of the nystagmic cycles was computed for each record, by evaluating the peak frequency of the nystagmic oscillations via spectral analysis of the EOGs. This period is a measure of the time interval between quick phases. Its distribution ranged between 100 and 600 ms and peaked at about 240 +/- 50 ms, with a gaussian shape for values less than about 300 ms. Our measurements were considered as providing the distribution of intersaccadic latencies in normal humans.